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World No Tobacco Day —
May 31,2012

Tobacco use is the leading preventable cause of death
worldwide. Approximately 6 million deaths related to
tobacco use occur each year, including 600,000 from
second-hand smoke. If current trends continue, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization (WHO), by 2030,
approximately 8 million persons will die each year from
tobacco use, and 80% of those persons will reside in low-
and middle-income countries (1).

In 1987, WHO designated May 31 as World No
Tobacco Day to draw global attention to the health risks of
tobacco use. In 2005, provisions of the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control took effect. A toral of 175
countries have ratified this treaty, making it one of the most
widely embraced treaties in United Nations history (2).

The treaty commits countries to protect the publics
health by adopting various measures to reduce demand
for tobacco. Those measures include increased pricing of
tobacco products, protection from exposure to tobacco
smoke, and regulation of product contents, packaging,
and advertising (3). A reduction in smoking prevalence
worldwide of 20%-25% could prevent 100 million pre-
mature deaths by 2020 (4).
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Adult Awareness of Tobacco
Advertising, Promotion, and
Sponsorship — 14 Countries

According to the 2012 Reporr of the U.S. Surgeon General,
exposure to tobacco advertising, promotion, and sponsorship
(TAPS) is associated with the initiation and continuation
of smoking among young persons (/). The World Health
Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobaceo
Control (FCTC) requires countries to prohibit all forms of
TAPS (2); the United Stares signed the agreement in 2004,
but the action has not yet been ratified. Many countries have
adopted partial bans covering direct advertising in traditional
media channels; however, few countries have adopted com-
prehensive bans on all types of direct and indirect marketing.
To assess progress toward elimination of TAPS and the level of
awareness of TADS among persons aged »15 years, CDC used
data from the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS) collected
in 14 countries during 2008-2010. Awareness of any TAPS
ranged from 12.4% in Turkey to 70.4% in the Philippines. In
the four countries where awareness of TAPs was £15%, three
of the countries had comprehensive bans covering all nine
channels assessed by GATS, and the fourth country banned
seven of the nine channels. In 12 countries, more persons were
aware of advertising in stores than advertising via any other
channel. Reducing exposure to TADS is important to prevent
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