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>> Question: How did you find out about Reading Lists Online? 
 
>> MICHELLE:  I found out about the reading lists online from our Specialist Librarian, Samantha 

Gillies, who is now an Academic Engagement Specialist.  She emailed me and 
told me if a course was going to be running to find out how to engage with TALIS.   

 
It also coincided with the updating of our Blackboard, where I noticed, probably 
in June or July that the formatting indicated that we would have direct links to 
the library so just jumped on the opportunity to have that training course. 

 
>>Question: What was your main reason for using Reading Lists Online? 

 
>> MICHELLE:  So I really enjoy when I have my whole cohort together to be able to put the 

reading list up on screen and sometimes it's just the visuals of being able to, 
especially for first years, that they can actually see the books and the films and 
the documents that you're wanting to use, so it's this visualization it's almost 
like it's bit like having your library, but it's on a screen, and it's online.  
 
So for the students it's a way of getting them engaged with the reading list with, 
with Blackboard and understanding it's, it's here there's the library and there's 
your laptop or your phone, wherever they're accessing from which could be 
anywhere in the world that is amazing. 

 
>>Question: Do you have a favorite feature of the system?  

 
>> MICHELLE: I like the fact that it's not only books that you can upload different sources.  So, I 

upload, because I work in Performing Arts, links to the Box of Broadcasts to BoB 
ordering books.  I currently have some colleagues who are about to publish, so it 
is a, the books are available to order but not yet to buy so I can actually put the 
order in through the reading list.  

 
>>Question: Do you find it straightforward to get started using the system? 
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>> MICHELLE:  The system is quite straightforward to use it was essentially to do the course 
with, with Sam, basically because you're using the software for the first time so 
you're being assisted through the process of understanding how it works and 
you can actually use that half an hour, or hour session to build a reading list. 

 
>> Question: Where there any unanticipated outcomes from using the system? 

 
>> MICHELLE: In terms of an unanticipated outcome, I got really excited when a first year 

student requested a book to be added to the reading list, I thought that was 
really a sign of this is working, the students want to engage and they want to put 
things on the list they want to see that book on the virtual bookshelf, should we 
say, so for me that was a sign of saying yes this is working…of course it's one 
student but you know. 
 

>>Question: What feedback have you received from students? 
 
>> MICHELLE: The students, they welcome the reading list because it is a way of narrowing 

down the options.  A lot of the teaching and learning experiences is obviously 
about broadening knowledge but when they come to a research project, they 
need to narrow down what they're actually researching and so that sense of 
having, them having a reading list, I think they're understanding that we are sign 
posting what is most relevant to their research, at that particular point in the 
degree. 
 

>>Question: What advice would you give to any colleagues thinking about using the 
system? 
 

>> MICHELLE: I just assumed we all did!   
 
I think the best thing with the reading lists is the fact that it all sits in one place 
so student could take their mobile phone, they go to blackboard, they access 
their module and there they have their reading list.   
 
So it's accessible, it's, it's user friendly, that just makes life easier, they're not 
having to find the module handbook, they're not having to go to the library as 
they literally have it at, at their fingertips. 
 
 
End. 
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library, they literally have it at, at 
their fingertips. 
 


