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CIS3140 Ethics

2. What are Ethics?

What are Ethics?

• Ethics is a branch of Philosophy - it systematizes right and wrong.
• Deciding right from wrong is tricky. It involves choosing a metric to compare against, such as the 

“greatest good” - the best behaviour yields the greatest good.

Good
Good
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What are Ethics?

• Stoicism - behaviour that brings about contentment and serenity 
achieves the greatest good.

• Hedonism - behaviour that maximizes pleasure and minimizes 
pain achieves the greatest good.

• Utilitarianism – behavior that maximizes a positive effect, e.g. 
happiness, achieves the greatest good.

Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism
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Ethical Consequences

Code of Ethics

• UK Government developed Data Ethics framework

Summary

We’ve considered: 

• What Ethics is

• Utiliatariasm

• Discarding ethical considerations

• Code of Ethics framework

•

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/data-ethics-framework/data-ethics-framework

